Overview of the problem: reprocessing versus disposal of endoscopic accessories.
The decision to reuse or not reuse endoscopic accessories appears simple on the surface. Further reflection, however, reveals that the decision to purchase reusable accessories or reuse disposable accessories is complex and controversial. This article clarifies key issues surrounding the use of disposable and reusable endoscopic accessories. Discussion includes the advantages and disadvantages of disposable and reusable accessories, the issues surrounding reprocessing of reusable equipment, and the issues surrounding the reuse of disposable accessories.